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Summary Notes
This was the seventh meeting of the Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee (CPAC) for the
Town of Colonie Comprehensive Plan Update project. The meeting was attended by the CPAC,
consultants (B&L), and several members of the general public.
The meeting began with a review of the agenda (attached).
Community Outreach Process
Community Survey:
The subcommittee developed a draft set of questions for the survey that was sent to the Siena
Research Institute for their review. Siena redrafted the questions and sent a draft survey
questionnaire back to the subcommittee. The subcommittee is reviewing the changes and will
work with Siena to create a final draft prior to the next CPAC meeting in March. This will ensure
that the survey will follow the revised schedule shown on the agenda and be out in April. The
subcommittee will plan to meet again before the end of the month so that the draft survey
questionnaire can be sent to the CPAC members for review prior to the March meeting.
Neighborhood Coalition Meeting:
The Neighborhood Coalition meeting was held on January 25th. The Coalition was appreciative
of the update on the planning process. Many members of the Coalition asked questions about
the process. Overall coalition member’s comments were consistent with other comments
received at the previous series of public workshops. About 25 residents were present, including
representation from the Vly Road, Forts Ferry, West End, Latham Association, Green Meadows
Association, and Greater Loudonville Association neighborhood groups.

Additional Outreach:
Supervisor Paula Mahan will be filming a short piece on the Town’s comprehensive plan to air on
the Colonie Connect program. The filming will take place on March 15th at 3 PM, and will air the
following week. Supervisor Mahan will be reviewing the comprehensive planning process and
also talking about the survey. This will help to raise awareness of the survey prior to it being
delivered, hopefully leading to a higher response rate.
Open Space Conservation
Mr. Welti gave a brief presentation on past and current open space conservation efforts in the
Town (see attached presentation). The presentation summarized the recommendations found in
Section 5 of the 2005 Comprehensive Plan.
Section 5 of the 2005 Comprehensive Plan provides an overview of the how Open Space
Conservation and Recreation fit within the overall goals of the Comprehensive Plan and includes
an inventory of existing open space resources found within the Town. Opportunities for future
recreation and open space preservation efforts can also be found in this section. Strategies for
achieving these goals were outlined, they include:
 Consider acquisition from willing selling/donors utilizing one or many of the following
approaches
o Fee simple acquisition – outright purchase of the property
o Help concerned land owners preserve their land – the municipality does not
necessarily need to own the land  Purchase of Development Rights (PDR)
 The value of the property is determined for its potential and
current use – an easement is then put in place so that the
property can no longer be developed (but the property owner
has been justly compensated) – this is flexible option
 Conservation easements - Land Owners can utilize the conservation
easement for tax benefits
 Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)
 Sending and receiving areas are identified - this encourages infill
development and preservation of open space
o This option requires more upfront planning than others
o Incentive Zoning
 The Town identifies desired public benefits – the developer includes these
public benefits in their development proposal – in return the developer
receives an incentive such as a density bonus
o Conservation Subdivision Design
 Cluster of homes on smaller lots in order to preserve more green space
within the plot
 This mechanism allows for special natural features to be protected
This section also included recommendations for potential funding sources.




Local Bond Act
o This would be to provide the capital for the purchase of the conservation lands
that had been previously identified
Grant Funding

Farmland Protection – targeted at providing funding for the preservation of high
yielding farm land
Real Estate Transfer Tax
o Town takes a percentage of the value of a real estate transfer to be put into a
fund for conservation activities
o



Potential partnerships were covered in the last section of the plan; including the Open Space
Institute, Trust for Public Land, American Farmland Trust, Albany County Land Conservancy,
public agencies on the federal, state, and regional level, the local development community,
and neighboring municipalities.
A Short Term Action, identified in the Implementation Section of the 2005 Comprehensive Plan
was to: Identify priority areas for open space conservation and develop a funding mechanism
for conserving open space.
This next step was never taken following the completion of the 2005 plan – depending on
feedback from the survey and future public discussion this may be a focus of the current
Comprehensive Plan Update.
Mr. LaCivita provided some details on the progress of open space conservation efforts in the
Town since 2006:




Conservation overlay added 252 acres in protected space
There are 13 items that have yet to be included in the above counts
124 acres have been designated near the Stump Pond for conservation (they were a gift
to the town)

In addition, he noted that there are approximately 82 acres of land that are part of utility
corridors that cannot be disturbed. He is continuing to work with the Town’s GIS department to
create an updated inventory of the Town’s open space resources.
Mr. Stuto noted that the conservation overlays and the existing open space map are often
reviewed by the Planning Board before decisions are made.
Community Preservation Fund – Real Estate Transfer Tax
Another idea discussed at the meeting was the notion of a Community Preservation Fund (CPF).
In a CPF, money is set aside for the purpose of land acquisition. Some of this money comes from
the real estate transfer tax. This method adds up to 2% on real estate transactions (above the
median home value) to the existing real estate transfer tax. The money is placed in a designated
fund. Authorization to establish a CPF has not been approved statewide – in order to include
this, the locality must get permission from the State Legislature to approve this mechanism on the
local level.
GEIS mitigation fees can also go towards conservation funds if the GEIS is setup to do so. The
Town of Clifton Park is an example.
Determining what mechanisms the Town should go forward with should be a priority for the plan.
Next Steps
The next CPAC meeting will be held on March 15th at the Public Operation Center at 6:00 pm.

Public Comments
Mr. Welti opened the floor for members of the public who attended the meeting to provide
comments to the committee.
Wendy, transfer tax question - Does it include all commercial and residential real estate? Yes, it
does.
Paul, survey question - Would it be an option that residents who want to take the survey but
were not selected as part of the sample could still take it? Siena has advised against this.
Paul, comment - Bethlehem’s open space preservation program for large lots with development
pressures - They developed a plan to allow large land owners to temporarily sell their
development rights so that they do not feel pressured to develop their land. This is a term
easement program – they provide tax abatement dependent on the number of years (the term)
agreed to.
Jennifer, comment - Has been encouraging people to make comments on the website for the
plans consideration.
Jennifer - can there be an informal web based survey that could be done in tandem with or
after the formal survey is completed? As noted above, this is not recommended.
Sue, open space map question - Will the 2005 map be updated? Yes, the map will be updated,
but some details of the program will need to be developed following the comprehensive
planning process. Trends for open space since 2005 may show where changes to zoning, etc.
should be made.
Paula, open space comment - The Town does identify where there are needs within the existing
parks. Funding for park upkeep was not specifically outlined when these parks were established.
There will need to be a balance between acquisition of new lands and upkeep of existing lands.
Wendy - can neighborhood associations work in partnership with the Town to revitalize pocket
parks? A “friends of parks” group may be a good solution to keeping these parks up and could
also solicit funding through a “friends of parks” group.
Paul, open space comment - NYC parks conservatory raises money for the NYC parks and they
partner with local govt.
Sue, suggestion - The Town should hire a grant coordinator for the Town to organize funding
opportunities.
Wrap-up and Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned just before 8:00 pm.
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2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Section 5 – Town-wide Open Space and Recreation
Plan
¤ Overview
¤ Existing

Open Space and Recreation Resources
¤ Opportunities for Open Space and Recreation
¤ Recommended Actions and Strategies for Open Space
and Recreation
¨

Section 6 – Open Space and Recreation Plan Map
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¨
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¤ Overview
¤ Existing
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¤ Recommended Actions and Strategies for
Open Space and Recreation
¨

Section 6 – Open Space and Recreation Plan Map

2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Opportunities for Open Space and Recreation
¤
¤
¤
¤

Recreation Resources
Potential recreational trails
Scenic roads
Conservation areas and areas for conservation design
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Albany Pine Bush Preserve
Ashford Glen Preserve
Ann Lee Pond Area
Area north of Albany Intl. Airport
Mohawk River Revitalization Area
Delphus Kill Area
Fonda Road Area
Area south of Boght Ball Fields and east of Route 9
Area north of Route 7 near the boundary with Cohoes
Area south of Route 7 in the vicinity of Haswell Road
Area between Troy-Schenectady Road (Route 2) and Route 155 near Watervliet
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2005 Comprehensive Plan

2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Opportunities for Open Space and Recreation
¤
¤
¤
¤
¤

Recreation Resources
Potential recreational trails
Scenic roads
Conservation areas and areas for conservation design
Parcels of high conservation interest
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Ann Lee Pond / Shaker Heritage Site
Stump Pond
Parcels adjacent to The Crossings
Pruyn House
Kettle Bog
Islands on the Mohawk River
2002 Albany Pine Bush Management Plan – parcels identified for full
protection
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2005 Comprehensive Plan

2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Recommended Actions and Strategies for
Open Space and Recreation
¤

Consider acquisition of open space from willing sellers or
donors.
n
n
n

Fee Simple Acquisition
Purchase of Development Rights (PDR)
Conservation Easements
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2005 Comprehensive Plan
n

Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)

2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Recommended Actions and Strategies for
Open Space and Recreation
¤

Encourage the use of Incentive Zoning
n
n

Public benefits in exchange for a density bonus
Public benefits, such as: preservation of open space, recreational
trails, public access to preserved open space
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2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Recommended Actions and Strategies for
Open Space and Recreation
¤

Require the use of Conservation Subdivision Design as
development occurs
n

Revise zoning regulations to require the use of conservation
subdivision design in conservation areas as illustrated on the Open
Space and Recreation Map

2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Recommended Actions and Strategies for
Open Space and Recreation
¤

Require the use of Conservation Subdivision Design as
development occurs
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2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Recommended Actions and Strategies for
Open Space and Recreation
¤

Require the use of Conservation Subdivision Design as
development occurs

2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Recommended Actions and Strategies for
Open Space and Recreation
¤
¤

Develop a Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Identify and pursue potential funding sources for
conservation activities
n
n
n

A local bond act (referendum)
Real estate transfer tax
Grant funding – NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
(farmland protection)
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2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Recommended Actions and Strategies for
Open Space and Recreation
¤

Initiate and continue to foster partnerships
n

n
n
n

Land Conservation Organizations – Open Space Institute,Trust for
Public Land, American Farmland Trust, Albany County Land
Conservancy, etc.
Public Agencies – federal, state, regional
Local Development Community
Neighboring municipalities

2005 Comprehensive Plan
¨

Section 7: Implementation
¤

Short-Term Actions (Within 1-2 Years)
n

7.2.9 Identify priority areas for open space conservation and
develop a funding mechanism for conserving open
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Other ideas
¨

Community Preservation Fund
¤ East

End of Long Island
¤ Warwick
¤ Red Hook
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